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All actions taken by the Parties with a view to reduce and, as much as possible, eliminate the risk of pollution incidents in the 
area covered by the Plan shall be taken in conformity with the strategic orientations adopted within the Mediterranean Action Plan 
and with the provisions of the Prevention and Emergency Protocol to the Barcelona Convention.

The Parties agree in particular that all measures for prevention of accidents causing or likely to cause pollution of the sea 
in the area covered by the Plan, shall be taken in conformity with the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS).

2.2 NATIONAL AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR PREVENTION OF POLLUTION FROM SHIPS AND DESIGNATION 
OF POLLUTION PREVENTION CO- ORDINATION CENTRES (PPCCs)

Each Party shall designate an authority responsible for co-ordinating at the national level all activities related to prevention 
of pollution from ships, and in particular for the exchange of information between the Parties to the present Plan. For the purpose 
of the Plan such authority shall be called national Pollution Prevention Co-ordination Centre (PPCC).

Prevention activities mentioned in Article 2.1 may fall under the competence of different national authorities or agencies 
within the Parties, and consequently, several entities might be involved in such activities according to the internal organization of 
each individual State. However, for the purpose of the Plan each national PPCC shall be responsible for co-ordination of all such 
entities at the national level.

PPCC and other relevant national authorities or agencies responsible for prevention activities in each of the Parties shall be 
defined at the first meeting of the national authorities mentioned in Articles 2.3 and 3.5. Relevant information concerning these 
authorities shall be subsequently attached to the Plan in Annex 1.

Modalities of communication and the appropriate means of communication between national PPCCs and other relevant 
authorities or agencies of each Party shall also be presented in Annex 1.

PPCC shall have the following responsibilities:
– setting up and maintaining the communication network needed for the implementation of the part of the Plan related to 

prevention of pollution;
– co-ordinating, at the national level, participation of other national authorities and/or services in activities related to preven-

tion of pollution;
– promoting and co-ordinating monitoring activities;
– co-ordinating activities related to management of PSSA;
– supervising and co-ordinating, at the national level and in co-operation with national Operational Authorities mentioned in 

paragraph 3.3.a), the updating of the Plan and activities related to its maintenance;
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2.3 MEETINGS OF NATIONAL POLLUTION PREVENTION CO-ORDINATION CENTRES (PPCC)
In order to discuss the implementation of the Plan and other relevant matters, the Parties shall organize once a year a joint 

meeting of national PCCSs and national Operational Authorities responsible for the implementation in case of emergency of the 
part of the Plan dedicated to preparedness and response (cf. Article 3.5).

Each Meeting shall have two Working Groups, one composed of national PPCCs, dedicated to prevention of pollution from 
ships, and the other composed of national Operational Authorities, dedicated to preparedness for and response to pollution inci-
dents.

The Working Group dedicated to prevention shall discuss questions related to the implementation of the part of the Plan 
related to prevention of accidental pollution from ships, the results of preliminary activities listed in Article 2.4.1. and of preventive 
activities listed in Article 2.4.2, as well as other relevant matters.

The first Meeting shall adopt its own rules of procedure.
Regular annual Meetings shall be hosted by each Party consecutively, and following the alphabetical order.
PPCC and the national Operational Authority of the host Party shall jointly, in co-operation with the PPCCs of the other Parties 

and their respective national Operational Authorities, prepare the agenda and issue a final report of such annual Meetings.
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